344.   SAVE COTTON
The very first step in spinning is the stocking of cotton.
Sowing of cotton comes even before that. We shall not, however,
consider that because cotton is sown extensively all over India.
The sad part of the story is that, despite the sowing of so much
cotton, instead of stocking it, the farmers, who do not know how
to put it to proper use, are tempted to sell it for the high price it
fetches and do not realize that ultimately they have to pay back
even higher prices.
However, we shall consider this on some other occasion. At
the moment it is enough to know that cotton is yet to be harvested.
Before it is sold for export wise farmers should store it and such
wise men and women should persuade those who are unenligh-
tened.
Just as we collected funds in 1921, we should now collect
cotton and have it spun and woven, I have no doubt that this
will be more fruitful than collecting funds. Money multiplies only
through interest and the latter is the wealth of the idle. Farm
products increase through labour which is the wealth of the indus-
trious. We, men and women of the middle-classes, have not realized
the value of manual labour at all. Through labour, we can bring
together all people. If we have a stock of cotton and can get
persons who wish to serve the country to work on it, we can to
that extent raise the value of cotton as much as we choose.
If cotton is got as a gift and labour too is given as a gift, it is
easy to see that we can sell khadi at a very low price. This will
not actually happen because, in organizing the production, some
workers must devote not half an hour but their entire time. It is
obvious that they cannot work without payment. If, however,
we can get thousands to contribute half an hour's labour, we can
achieve much with the help of a few paid workers. But before we
can think of all this we must accumulate large stocks of cotton.
Hence my advice is that Congress Committees should collect as
much cotton as possible. Those who do so ought to keep ac-
counts as is done in the case of money. Not a pad of cotton
should be wasted, not a wad of cotton should be allowed to fly;
away.
We should think of the means of storing it. It will be necesf
saty to know how to pack that cotton. It will thus be seen tha|
these activities are also part of the spinning programme. Afffj